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Another excellent feature of this volume is that protocols outlining the techniques of both cell and molecular biology have been included. Thus, for example, one can learn the essentials of cell culture on the one hand or how to detect point mutations on the other. Furthermore, not only are the protocols lucid but each is concluded by a substantial bibliography.
At £24.95, the paperback version of this book is a bargain and it should prove a sound purchase for all those who have a need to use these techniques. This book is one of a series of coloured texts on various topics in medicine. Dermatology is also already available, while haematology, ENT and orthopaedics are in preparation. The format for them all is the same. There is a double page spread each covering a particular topic and much of the information is presented as diagrams, cartoons, flow charts and photographs. Integral to each topic is a clinical note, 'key' learning points and a case history for self assessment. The student may be beguiled into thinking this subject is easy but some of the cases are in fact cautionary tales with results and evidence to mislead the unwary! Indeed this book makes it look easy because the information is so clearly, logically and concisely presented to the reader. The authors begin at the beginning by showing how a biochemistry service is provided to the user both in the laboratory and near the patient. There is discussion of precision and accuracy, quality assurance, reference ranges and external factors such as time of day and drugs which can affect results. The text then moves logically forward, from electrolytes and intravenous fluids through renal function and acid-base, to proteins, the heart,
